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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nehrich, Jr. (US 3,046,432) in view of Taguchi (US 4,380,372). 

With respect to claim 1, Nehrich discloses, a light reflective film product (33 in 
fig. 3) to be intimately contacted with a light-emitting surface of a light source (32 in fig. 
3) in such a manner that a part of said light-emitting surface is covered with said film 
(clear from fig. 3), thereby increasing the intensity of the light emitted from the remaining 
and uncovered part of the light-emitting surface (col. 4, lines 14-19), characterized in 
that the light reflective film product further comprises a light-transmittive adhesive film, 
and in that the reflective film comprises a dielectric reflective film (col. 4, lines 14-19) 
facing said adhesive film whereby in use the reflective surface is opposed to the light- 
emitting surface of the light source (clear from fig. 3). 

Nehrich does not expressly disclose the use of a light-transmittive adhesive film 
to bond the reflector to the light-emitting surface. 

Taguchi discloses, bonding a light reflective film product (18 and 19 in fig. 16) to 
liquid crystal cell with a light-transmittive adhesive film (19 in fig. 16; col. 12, lines 11-16, 
56-59). 
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Taguchi and Nehrich are analogous art because they are both from the same 
field of endeavor namely, layered light control devices containing reflective films. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to include the light- 
transmissive adhesive of Taguchi in the light reflective film of Nehrich. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to use the light reflective film as a 
reinforcing member (Taguchi; col. 12, lines 15-16). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to combine Nehrich and Taguchi for the 
benefit of a more rugged light emitting device thereby obtaining the invention as 
specified in claim 1 . 

With respect to claim 2, Nehrich and Taguchi disclose, a light reflective film 
product of claim 1 (see above). 

Nehrich further discloses, a light-emitting apparatus characterized by being 
provided with: 

a) a light source (phosphor layer 32 in fig. 3), and 

b) a light reflective film product intimately contacted, with a light-emitting surface 
of said light source (clear from fig. 3) in such a manner that a part of said light-emitting 
surface is covered with said light reflective film (also clear from fig. 3); and showing an 
increased intensity of the light emitted from the remaining part of the light emitting 
surface of said light source (col. 4, lines 14-19), said part being uncovered with said 
light reflective film (also clear from fig. 3). 

As to the limitation requiring that the reflective film product contact the light- 
emitting surface through a transparent adhesive film this limitation has been previously 



Application/Control Number: 09/700,600 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2629 

rejected in the light reflective film product of claim 1 . See the above rejection for the 
merits of the combination of the two pieces of prior art. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Chapman (US 2,810,978) discloses the adhering of a reflector to 
a glass bottle via a transparent adhesive. Rosenfeld (US 2,987,619) discloses, adhering 
a reflector to a translucent luminescent adhesive layer. MacLennan et al. (US 
5,903,091) discloses a reflector that surrounds a light source. Finally Corth et al. (US 
4,99,090) discloses a reflector that is coated onto the exterior of a light source. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Will Boddie whose telephone number is (571) 272-0666. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 7:30 - 4:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amr Awad can be reached on (571) 272-7764. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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